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The question of man created in God's image directly concerns the "dignity of the human 
person". Removed every reference to God, eliminating the vertical dimension, introduces 
disorder, chaos, disorientation. And with this, in the world of art begins decostruttivism, 
existential minimalism, the unbearable lightness of being (Milan Kundera, Prague), no-
thingness and providence as a paradigm of life. It’s a culture of death and not of life.


The image of God that is formed in man: the way of holiness. Even artists can (and hence) 
become saints. A small correction to prof. Hadjadj: In addition to blessed Angelico, we 
can also include other saint artists, such as Antoni Gaudi. And then again: saint sculptors 
like Nicodemus, Claudio, Nicostrato, Sinforiano, Castorio and the painters and miniature 
saints Lazzaro monaco, Methodius, Dunstano, Felice di Valois, Maria Maddalena de 'Paz-
zi and Giacomo Griesienger. S. Alfonso Maria de Liguori. Certainly they are all artists that 
belong to the past, there is a need for a new generation of holy artists. Maybe you can be 
yourself.


Christ reveals the face of the Father: "the image of the invisible God". Whoever sees me, 
sees the Father. The divine image is present in every person: "There is a divine “quid divi-
num” in every creature, in all creation ...". The task of the artist is to "pull out" the image 
of God that is in us. Not detracting.


Speech by Pope Francis in the Cathedral of St. Peter Maria del Fiore in Florence 

(10.11.2015) 

Dear brothers and sisters, in the dome of this beautiful Cathedral is represented the Uni-
versal Judgment. At the center there is Jesus, our light. The inscription that reads at the 
top of the fresco is "Ecce Homo". Looking at this dome we are drawn to the top as we 
contemplate the transformation of Christ judged by Pilate in the Christ on the throne of 
the judge. An angel takes on the sword, but Jesus does not assume the symbols of judg-
ment, rather he raises his right hand showing the signs of passion, for He "has given him 
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self in redemption for all" (1 Tm 2,6). "God has not sent the Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but because the world is saved through him" (Jn 3:17). 
In the light of this Judge of Mercy, our knees bend in adoration, and our hands and feet 
are invigorating. We can speak of humanism only from the centrality of Jesus, discovering 
in him the traits of the authentic face of man. It is the contemplation of the dead and risen 
Jesus' face that recompenses our humanity, even the fragmented one for the labors of life, 
or marked by sin. We must not tame the power of Christ's face. His face is the image of 
his transcendence. It is the vultus mercy. Let us look at Him. Jesus is our humanism. Let 
us always disturb his question: "You, who do you say I am?" (Mt 16:15). 
Looking at his face what do we see? First of all, the face of an "emptied" God, of a God who has 

assumed the condition of servant, humbled and obedient to death (cf. Phil 2: 7). Jesus' face is simi-

lar to that of many of our humiliated brothers, made slaves, emptied. God has taken their faces. And 

that face looks at us. God - which is "the being of which one can not think of the Major," as St. An-

selm said, or the Deus always for Loyola's Saint Ignatius - becomes ever greater by himself by lo-

wering himself. If we do not drop it we will not be able to see his face. We will see nothing of its 

fullness if we do not accept that God has emptied. And so we will not understand anything about 

Christian humanity and our words will be beautiful, graceful, refined, but they will not be words of 

faith. Words will resound to empty.

I do not want to draw abstractly a "new humanism," a certain idea of man, but to present with sim-

plicity certain traits of Christian humanity that is that of "the feelings of Christ Jesus" (Phil 2: 5). 

They are not abstract provisional feelings of the soul, but they represent the warm inner strength 

that makes us able to live and make decisions.

Intelligence, will, freedom: the highest sign of the divine image. So God created man: free. Intelli-

gence and will are the two faculties of the soul. Of our spiritual being, endowed with soul and body. 

How am I capable of representing these features in my art?

Our Call to Beatitude: We naturally seek happiness, we like the good, the beautiful, we are attrac-

ted to the truth.

The Beatitudes paint the face of Jesus Christ: poor (a cave, a donkey, he has no place to lay his 

head), afflicted by indifference (in the Synagogue) mild (in the olive grove, hangs his ear to the ser-

vant Malco) right (no one condemned you?), merciful (with the samaritan to the well, on the cross 

with the thief next, but I like to think also with the other thief, the bad one, who could not convert), 

pure of heart (loves Marta and she loves Mary, loves Maddalena, loves John), a peace operator 

(peace in the hearts), persecuted because of justice (without trial is condemned); covered with insul-

ts, despised …

I seek your Lord's face (vultum tuum Domine requiram): where do we seek it? In man, in woman. 

Just as Dante with the intercession of St. Bernard can see the face of Our Lady.
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St. Bernard was singer of the Most Holy Mary, author of some of the most beautiful Marian hymns 

as the “Memorare”:

Remember, or Virgin Mary,

that you have never heard

that some,

resorting to your patronage,

begging for your help

and your protection,

has been abandoned to you.

Animated by such confidence,

to your recourse,

or virgin of the virgins and my mother,

I come to you and I stand before you,

poor sinner.

Do not despise our supplications,

but listen to us,

and find out.

Amen

The Christian way is marked by prayer, the Grace of the Sacraments and the exercise of virtues, fir-

st of all the three virtues directly affecting God (Faith, Hope and Charity) and then the moral virtues 

(cardinals: prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance).

The representations of virtues in art.

The Commandments of God's Love

Teacher What Should I Do Good to Get Eternal Life?

The first three concern love for God, the next 7 love for the neighbor.

How to talk about the Ten Commandments? An example: Benigni. The video is in Italian, and it's 

hard to translate the jokes in English because it's a familiar lexicon. Anyway, I try to make a conse-

cutive one on the most significant jokes.

Why did I take this example? Because it is terribly innovative in the way of speaking of God and of 

the commandments, a joyful, free, beautiful way. Because we talk of love, rather of love with the 

uppermost letter rhyme.

You too, with your arts, you must be able to speak today an engaging, innovative, beautiful, dyna-

mic and joyful language.
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